January 5, Thursday. Congress reassembled to-day.
Many Members absent. Some talk with Montgomery
Blair relative to the visitation of himself and father with a
view of reaching Richmond. He says they got no answer
from Jeff Davis until since their return to Washington.
His father will go down again in a few days. Sent for Com-
mander Parker to come here with the Don to convey [him]
as likely to attract less attention.

The papers comment on his mission. A corps of corre-
spondents always on the watch will form often very shrewd
and sometimes very correct opinions as to the object and
purpose of movements. In this instance, the first intima-
tion which I had or saw was in the National Intelligencer,
which has recently changed hands, and which heretofore
has not had the reputation of giving first news.

January 6, Friday. Special messenger from Admiral
Porter arrived this morning with dispatches. Left the
Admiral and the fleet in Beaufort, coaling, refitting, tak-
ing in supplies, etc. He is not for giving up, but is deter-
mined to have Wilmington. We shall undoubtedly get
the place, but I hardly know when. In the mean time he
holds a large part of our naval force locked up. Admirals,
like generals, do not like to part with any portion of their
commands. As things are, I cannot well weaken him by
withdrawing his vessels, yet justice to others requires it.
Admiral Porter wrote to General Sherman in his distress,
and he sent me Sherman's reply. It shows great confid-
ence on the part of General'Sherman in the Admiral, and
this confidence is mutual. Instead of sending Porter troops
he writes him that he proposes to march through the
Carolinas to Wilmington and in that way capture the
place. He does not propose to stop and trouble himself
with Charleston. Says he shall leave on the 10th inst.
if he can get his supplies, and names two or three places
on the seaboard to receive supplies; mentions Bull's
Bay, Georgetown, and Masonborough. His arrangement